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Treatment courts cut crime
Nearly 85% of the prison population have a substance use disorder or were under the influence of drugs at the 
time of their arrest.4

Treatment courts are an alternative to incarceration, allowing resources to 
instead be used to arrest and incarcerate violent criminals.

By combining accountability with personal responsibility, treatment courts 
take people who drain our resources and turn them into productive, 
working, tax-paying citizens.

Spotlight: Midland County, Texas, 2025 recidivism study 

Within three years of graduation:

•	 97% of graduates have not been rearrested.

•	 Nearly 50% of defendants who did not participate in the program were rearrested.6
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Treatment courts 
reduce recidivism  

by as much as 58%.5

Drugs pose a significant national security threat that impacts all aspects of society. They cost taxpayers billions, 
drive violent crime, contribute to crowded emergency rooms, make our roadways less safe, and flood our 
neighborhoods with fentanyl. Treatment courts break the cycle of drug use and crime, reducing demand and 
enhancing national security.

Reduction in violent crime: A 2024 national study found that treatment courts reduced violent crime in 
communities by targeting criminogenic behavior.1  

Decline in fentanyl deaths: Communities that implemented opioid intervention courts saw a  
45% decrease in overdose death rates.2

Economic impact: Drugs deplete resources at the federal, state, and local levels, necessitating shared 
responsibility among all levels of government. An investment in treatment courts can save up to $6,000 for 
each individual served.3

Proven effectiveness: Decades of research support the effectiveness of treatment courts. Federal funds must 
be allocated to programs with demonstrated results that achieve the highest cost savings. 
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Treatment courts save money
Treatment courts are on the front lines of America’s drug and crime epidemic. They are a proven, cost-effective 
solution for reducing crime and preventing overdose deaths.

A 2022 study found that treatment courts reduce rates of substance use 
disorder and drug overdose deaths.7

Economic benefits include savings in court and prison costs, reduced 
recidivism expenses, paid taxes, paid program fees, paid foster care 
expenses, and reduced costs associated with victimization.

Spotlight: Georgia, 2025 report

•	� $215 million in cost savings – for every $1 invested, $9.32 was saved.9

•	� $45.2 million in economic benefits – $25,921 in economic benefits saved per every treatment court 
graduate.10

Treatment courts save 
an average of $6,000 for 

every person they serve.8
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